
P R E S I D E N T ’  R E P O R T

Hello all.

The equinox has now passed, the season is changing and suddenly working with
clay in Western Australia does not seem so onerous. WA summers, and particularly
the one we have just experienced make, for me anyway, the ceramic process
particularly trying. Spouts and handles drying too quickly, work too hard to turn if
you turn your back on it for a few instants and firing the kiln simply making
everything too hot. Now we are heading into autumn; what the Noongar people
know as Djeran or the season of adulthood. It is the season where all seeds are
fully ripe and dispersed and last years generation of birds and animals have mostly
matured. The nights are becoming longer, the weather cooler and the joy of rain
begins to hydrates the parched soil and atmosphere and, hopefully sends one’s
mind into new fertile and creative possibilities.

It was with great sadness that the ceramic community of WA learned of the
passing of renown potter Janet Kovesi Watt. Janet was an indomitable spirit in the
ceramic arts in WA.  I first met her in the early 90’s at events at Craftwest when it
was situated above Perth Railway Station. She was a committee member of
CAAWA after its inception and continued to be a committee member for many
years. An erudite and accomplished woman, she brought grace and elegance to all
she did and possessed an encyclopedic knowledge of ceramic history and
processes. Her love and practice of the exacting art of English slipware will be her
enduring legacy to the ceramic history of Western Australia. I, along with a
considerable number of WA ceramic artists was privileged to attend her beautiful
and very well attended funeral. Janet’s wishes were not to have a eulogy but
instead she asked a reading linking faith to the art of the potter. It was a fitting
comment on her modesty and passion for our craft. Please read Cher Shackleton’s
fine article on Janet later in this issue.

You will notice that CAAWA has re-branded itself. Thanks to the fabulous and
elegant work of our Vice-President Liz Berry, we now have a new visual identity. Liz
presented a number of designs for our new branding and the committee chose the
eccentric overlapping rings as the most contemporary and most evocative of the
ceramic production cycle and symbolises using clay in the diverse range of
methods used by our members. This new identity will help CAAWA move forward
and become more visible on social media, in print and at our events. We cannot
thanks Liz enough for her excellent efforts.

Another way that CAAWA is making an impact on the ceramic scene of Western
Australia is through our updated website https://www.ceramicartswa.asn.au.
Thank you to Matt Russell for his tireless efforts to upgrade and revitalise this
website. He is an IT wizard! You can now chat directly on the website using
messenger and find links to all the Association’s activities.

Please, please send images of your work for the website and any links to social
media or relevant information related to your ceramic practice to Matt at
web@ceramicartswa.asn.au so that you may be included and help showcase the
diversity of ceramic practice in WA.

Our MUD (Make. Understand. Demonstrate) programme had a great start at Studio
P in Leederville and featured the highly proficient production potter Judy Nastov.
Judy dazzled us with speed, consistency and efficiency as she produced a wide
range of forms in an efficient and consistent manner and helped further many
participants knowledge of clays and production throwing techniques. 
Thank you Judy.

The next MUD event will concern learning the process of plaster mould making
and constructing a kiln goddess under the tutelage of Perth Hills ceramic artist
Mike Moore. It will be a fabulous opportunity to further your ceramic knowledge as
well as meet fellow potters and ceramic artists in a beautiful setting and enjoy
talking clay and ceramics. See the advertisement later in this bumper issue.

Finally, please read the in-depth article concerning ceramic education in Western
Australia by renowned potter Greg Crowe. Greg is a master potter and has been
involved in all levels of teaching ceramics for many years in WA and on the eastern
seaboard. He was also president of CAAWA for many years and was marked by
developing all aspects of ceramic practice and appreciation in WA to a more
professional and cohesive level. His perspective, on this issue in particular, is
invaluable.

Warm Regards,
Bernard

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

CAAWA has developed new Vision and Mission Statements:
CAAWA Vision Statement:

To make Western Australia a vibrant global centre for the ceramic arts.

CAAWA Mission Statement:

To develop a community that nurtures understanding, practice 
and passion for the ceramic arts.

The committee worked hard to construct these statements and spent a long time
debating exactly what we are about as an active and forward thinking group of
ceramic practitioners.

As a member of our Association, please do what you can to realise these laudatory
goals!

E V E N T S  &  O P P O R T U N I T I E S

TIME FOR TEA (& COFFEE)

The CAAWA committee has commenced an initiative to make visible some of the
great work done by our members by producing an annual ‘Mug Shots’ Poster. See
design example below.

The poster will be of A2 size (large!) and designed to make member’s work visible
in potteries, studios, schools and arts centres throughout the State and beyond.

All members are invited to submit an image and the best 48 will be selected
annually for our “Mug Shots” poster.

You will need to submit a quality image. If the photo image supplied is not suitable,
it cannot be selected.

The photograph of your cup or mug needs to be 300 dpi.
The image size should be around 3 MB
Alternately, is you are using your phone, use the HDR setting.
Use a neutral background please!

Upload your image using the link below with your details on the application form
for your chance to be included in this eye-catching poster promoting the diversity
of ceramic practice in WA!

 “ M u g  S h o t s ”  A p p l i c a t i o n  F o r m  

TEA CUP COMPETITION

Hello, I'm Amanda, Regional ambassador for AUSTCS (Australian Tea Cultural
Society).

Every year we hold a ceramic cup competition open to Australian ceramicists to
design and create a teacup for our seminar held later in the year. The Australian
Ceramics Association supports us and is involved in the judging. 

The competition is open now, and closes on the 30th May 2022. 

More information can be found at https://www.austcs.org/cup-competition and on
insta@australianteaculturalsociety or you can contact me directly. 

Thanks for your time

Kind regards
Amanda Low
Melbourne 

EMPTY BOWLS EVENT 2022

To all the potters out there

Empty Bowls Perth is an initiative to enable potters to contribute to the community
of Perth by making and selling bowls to provide funds for donations to Foodbank
WA. To find out more about Foodbank visit
www.foodbank.org.au

Foodbank is Australia’s largest food relief organisation, providing food relief to over
815,000 people each month. It is a non-denominational, non-profit organisation
which works closely with 2,400 charities and 2,500 schools across Australia who
use our food in their relief programs.

This year White Peacock Studios will be hosting the event again and reaching out
to WA potters to contribute bowls. The event with take place on Sunday August 21
2022, (subject to COVID) at Christchurch Grammar School, Claremont.

Last year $23,290 was raised which equates to 46,580 meals that will help
feed West Aussies.

The event was attended by over 400 people who bought one or more bowls.

HOW IT WORKS
Potters make and donate bowls to the event. Tickets are purchased for $25
through Try Booking via Foodbank (link TBA). With the ticket they can choose one
or more handmade bowls which are displayed on a long table, fill it with hot soup
and some bread and then take their bowl home. This takes place over 3 sittings,
11am, 12pm and 1pm.

DONATING SOUP
Soup has to be made in a commercial kitchen so we reach out to venues that
would be willing to help this worthy cause. We also ask for donations for bread and
other essentials to make the event work.

AUCTION
This year we will be having an auction again of donated art pieces and all money
raised will go to Foodbank WA.

Any potter or painter that would like to donate a piece of work for this worthy
charity please contact Dee on 0418 942 406 or Liz Berry on 0419 987 762.

For more information visit www.emptybowlsperth.com

M.U.D SESSION
Mould Making with Mike Moore
10 April 2022 
 B O O K  H E R E  

J A N E T  K O V E S I  W AT T  1 9 3 6  - 2 0 2 2

By Cher Shackleton

My first encounter with Janet was in a phone call in the early eighties when I
inquired about a membership at Perth Potters Club, as it was then known, a very
English voice announced 'if we think your pots are yukky you won't be accepted!'
Crickey. I did become a member and we did become friends.

Janet was born in Bath, England to a stock broker father and an architect/
photographer mother. She was educated at a private catholic school and as a
boarder she enjoyed her school days enormously. They taught order discipline and
faith; all were with her throughout her life.

After leaving school she became an apprentice to a potter in Somerset. Her love
for traditional English wood fired pottery and slip trailed surfaces began. She
studied Classics at Oxford.

She taught in Edinburgh before setting sail to NSW in 1959 where she continued to
teach.

After settling in Perth in 1963 with her husband Julias Kovesi (Dec) she began
teaching at Fremantle Art Centre alongside Francis Kotai.

Janet was a life member of Perth Studio Potters and wrote the book 'The First Fifty
Years' a history of the early days of the club. Other books included an account of
her husband's mother and of her flight from Hungary as a refugee. She was a
contributor to many publications.

She was an active committee member of CAAWA for many years and gave support
to so many other organisations, both here and in the UK.

Her door was always open to for visitors to view her immense ceramic collection.
Her passion for wood firing is very evident.

Janet conducted numerous demonstrations of her slip trailing and her famous no
drip teapots.

Always generous with her time and giving of her vast knowledge of clay. Her
famous Hungarian slip. Her knowledge of 16th century majolica took her to lecture
in Venice several times.

I ventured down into her cave 6 years ago to video her technique of slip trailing
and I'm pleased I did.

Over the years we travelled many miles together by car, bus and plane. It is a
comfort to know she had her family with her for her final journey. 

Her beautiful utilitarian pots are used and loved by so many of us.

She is survived by her husband Ted Watt her daughters and two brothers and their
families.

I will miss her.

Cher Shackleton

YOU MAY WATCH A SLIP TRAILING DEMONSTRATION BY JANET BY
CLICKING THIS LINK:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2XfFh6zlNI&ab_channel=CherShackleton

R E F L E C T I O N S  O N  C E R A M I C
E D U C AT I O N  &  T R A I N I N G  I N  W E S T E R N

A U S T R A L I A  2 0 2 2

Feature Article by Greg Crowe

I recently re-read an article that I wrote for PYRE over 20 years ago. At the time
TAFE and universities were closing or retracting their visual art and ceramic
departments in particular. I received little feedback at the time and considering
what was going on, there was remarkably little discussion or protest, at least in
WA, although I believe there was more resistance and pushback from the ceramic
community in NSW, especially in Sydney. Although the response in NSW seems to
have mainly been about what was happening at a local level, more training level
courses actually survived. In subsequent years some potters did comment on the
article, but at the time I received only one strong feedback, from a tertiary level
ceramic lecturer. It was largely negative, commenting that I shouldn’t have written
the article, as I was President of CAAWA at the time, and that I spent too much
time discussing digging local clay. I was in fact attempting to emphasise the use
and understanding of local materials that has always been an interest of mine. As a
teacher and a passionate potter I considered, and still do, that students need to be
introduced to the practice of pottery at a local level as well as looking “over the
horizon” and seeing what is happening elsewhere.

In relation to the use of local materials, I still believe in its importance. Recent
history including the pandemic, disrupted supply chains such as washed away
railway lines, not to mention the cost of fuel and the environmental sustainability of
shipping wet clay that is one third water across the Nullarbor, making this a
particularly relevant issue.

Having re-read the article, I think I was too conservative in regards to the demise of
ceramic education in WA – it became much worse than I anticipated.

In hindsight I should have been more positive about possible alternatives that
eventually emerged. In Australia, in the late 90’s these were a few years away. One
difficulty for alternatives at that time was that TAFE in particular was relatively
inexpensive (especially compared to the present day) and that there was a
structured learning programme with good facilities at most TAFE colleges,
compared with what is currently on offer.

Therefore it was almost impossible for a private provider to set up and compete
with TAFE in providing quality ceramics education. Supply also follows demand
and there is no doubt that there was reduced demand at the time.

In the last few years this has substantially changed. There are very few ceramics
courses/qualifications of substance available in TAFE. To the best of my knowledge
the few remaining ceramic courses are mainly in Sydney, Hornsby, Gymea and
Northern Beaches in NSW TAFE. Sydney also has The National Art School, COFA
and Sydney College of the Arts. I believe there are no TAFE courses left in
Melbourne and only one available at RMIT at university level. In Canberra there is
ANU. There is also the Universities of South Australia and Tasmania and TAFE SA
Adelaide College of the Arts. There are also some remaining regional courses at
Nepean, Lismore, Ballarat, TAFE FNQ and Charles Darwin College of Indigenous
Futures, Arts and Society. This is much less than in the 70’s through to the 90’s. 
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